
Saturday 17th October 
 Blueforce Park, Charles Riley Reserve, North Beach 

    Joondalup Giants vs Rockingham Sharks 



Venue Information 
Patrons are reminded that smoking is not permitted within any part of 

the venue as per our policy. Alcohol is not to be brought into the prem-

ises. Patrons are requested not to bring food or beverage products 

purchased at commercial outlets outside of the venue to Blueforce 

Park. 

Also note, that there is to be no unsupervised children in the club 

rooms and bar area at any stage throughout the day.  

Please use the rubbish bins provided. The day is run by volunteers. 

This Is Our House. 

Please try to maintain social distancing and COVID guidelines. Do not 

be complacent. Take advantage of the hand sanitisers around the 

ground. 

Thank you for your assistance and understanding in this matter. 

Todays Program 

10:30am WLT—Plate  Ellenbrook Rabbitohs vs Rockingham Sharks 

11:50am VMT—Plate Fremantle Roosters vs Ellenbrook Rabbitohs 

1:30pm Women’s League Tag South Perth Lions vs North Beach Sea Eagles 

2:50pm Val Murphy Trophy South Perth Lions vs North Beach Sea Eagles 

4:30pm Women’s Rugby League Fremantle Roosters vs Ellenbrook Rabbitohs 

6:00pm Premiership Joondalup Giants vs Rockingham Sharks 



On behalf of all the Team at NRL WA, we would like to welcome you to Blueforce Park for 
the 2020 “Smarter than Smoking” Senior Grand Final Day. 

With the devastating impact of the Covid 19 pandemic, it has certainly been an 
unprecedented and unforgettable year for our WA Rugby League community, our nation, 
and indeed for the world in general. Given the challenges we have all had to confront 
over the past 7 months, it has been a remarkable feat to collectively navigate our way 
through the season and to be able to celebrate today’s finale here at the home of the 
North Beach Sea Eagles Rugby League Club.   

We would like to congratulate all the teams that will be competing today, with special 
accolades to both the Joondalup Giants and the Rockingham Sharks First Grade sides who 
will face off in their quest to be crowned the 2020 “Smarter than Smoking” Premiers. 

Can the Giants, as Minor Premiers in this their 30th Anniversary year, win their first crown 
in 20 years? Or will it be the underdog Sharks, coming from 4th place on the ladder, and 
having never won a 1st Grade Premiership despite playing in two Grand Finals over the 
past 15 years? 

Today we would also like to express our gratitude to all our loyal partners and sponsors 
that have stood by us through this challenging year….particularly Healthway, the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, Cash Converters, 
Consolidated Energy, Fleetwood & ISS, All Flags Signs & Banners, Mix 94.5, DDH1 Drilling 
and the MMM & Hit Radio network through regional WA. 

Likewise our appreciation to all the individual club sponsors and volunteers for your 
invaluable support during difficult times.  

We would also like to take a moment to remember those from our WA Rugby League 
community that have sadly passed over recent times. All will be painfully missed by their 
loved ones and friends but will always be remembered for their involvement and 
contribution to the game they loved. Gone but never forgotten. 

To all the players who are competing today, play well, play fair, respect the officials and 
enjoy the experience and the memories. To all in attendance…thank you for supporting 
Rugby League and enjoy your NRL WA 2020 “Smarter than Smoking” Grand Final Day. 

Bob Cronin AM                                 John Sackson 
Chairman, ARLC WA                        General Manager, NRL WA 



Rugby League World Cup  

nib Stadium   

 

November 12th 





ELLENBROOK RABBITOHS  ROCKINGHAM SHARKS 

Mikayla James 1 Rebecca Tolotti 

Jayde King 2 Sarah McGarrigle 

Sandy Tau 3 Melissa-Jane Buchanan 

Bobbie-Lee Barker 4 Patricia McGarrigle 

Tiana Graham 5 Candice Davis 

Aliyah Grey 6 Kaylani Gilchrist 

Kailey Thompson (C) 7 Gabrielle Mouat (C) 

Santana Glassie 8 Saira Connor 

Keira MacAskill 9 Lauren Lambert 

Tiarne Barnett 10 Parish Matiu Taylor 

Te Aroha Parkinson 11 Tracy Yeardley 

Amber Fitzell 12 Heather Christy 

Belinda Barn 13 Stephanie Green 

Tiana Westrup 14 Sheree Cole 

Hinerui Thompson 15 Rae Cottam 

Juraea Turner 16 Taylor Castle-Awatere 

Jesse Monk 17 Jodie Brylewski 

 18 Francine Lauano 

 19 Kiara Gilchrist 

 20 Kiah Gilchrist 

Glen Kennedy Coach Sue Ley 

 v  

   Women’s League Tag 
  Plate Final 

10:30am Kick-Off 
 Referee: Ben Grainger 

Touch Judges: Byron Devene & Christian Tapu-Davidson 



 v  

FREMANTLE ROOSTERS  ELLENBROOK RABBITOHS 

Ruamai Erueti 1 Tyrese Grey 

Jaccob Lynde 2 Wayne Raymond 

Zayne Patrick 3 Bruce Anderson 

Gabriel Setu 4 Chris Finau 

Riki Day 5 Jesse Sheck 

Konnor Day 6 Andrew John 

Te Toa Parkinson 7 Bryce Penny 

Richie Hicks 8 Laurie Komrne 

Ty Etimani 9 James Rameka 

Jamieson Riggs 10 Nga Richardson 

Rihari Mareikura-Clarkin  11 Tridant Kara 

Carl Wilson 12 Asofa Aioloupotea (C) 

Aaron Hodges 13 William Ramsay 

Ron Donaldson (C) 14 JP Duportail 

Jayden Connor 15 John Seeto 

Lewis Samuels 16 Hare Pokere 

Kalani Reti 17 Benjahmin Hoterini 

Jordan Vae 18 Peta Karini 

Rima Los’e 19 Jayden Hooper 

Billie Herewini 20 Benjemen Parkinson 

Delane Edwards Coach Baden Turner 

    Val Murphy Trophy 
Plate Final 

11:50am Kick-Off 
 Referee: Tony Tapu 

Touch Judges: Nathan Benn & Mike McKenzie 
Interchange: Tee Tangatatutai 



       Women’s League Tag
 Grand Final  

       Match Preview  
South Perth Lions v North Beach Sea Eagles 

What a season we had in the women’s league tag! Nine teams contested this 
years competition, and we are down to the business end with the final two. And 
it has been a bit of a change in the guard from previous years, with two very 
youthful sides making the grand final, mixed in with some smart veterans. 

First to the big dance this year was the revamped South Perth Lions. And haven't 
they gotten a shot in the arm this season. Fast. Quick. Skilful. They have taken it 
to another level this year with a high pressure gameplan that never lets other 
teams off the hook. With Grace Smith calling the shots, and the Kahu sisters using 
their pace and vision to cause all sorts of problems, they are an extremely tough 
assignment. Wily veteran Jodie Nosworthy brings it all together and makes sure 
they stick to the plan. 

North Beach have caught fire at the back of the season again, and will be looking 
to go one better this year. While many were surprised they knocked off the 
Joondalup Giants in last years preliminary, they left no doubt last Saturday as 
they turned a 0-0 half time scoreline into an absolute blow out 28-0. Their girls 
may have been overawed last year, but they are back with a vengeance. Loundes, 
and the Robinson sisters have speed to burn, and with the Whaanga playmakers 
involved, they will be ready to fight fire with fire in this years decider. 

Key Match Up—Shayla Taiwhiti vs April Alan 

One is a veteran who has the game sense, skill and vision to win games on her 
own. The other, a youngster looking to make her mark in the senior competition. 
And either player can take this game by the scruff of the neck. 

Shayla is at a new club, and took a few rounds to assert herself and figure out her 
combinations. But now she is in the form of her life, and enjoying her footy. An ex
-shark who has been to the big dance before, she won’t want to let this one slip 
through her fingers. Proud, vocal and tenacious, watch her to lead the defence.  

April seemingly can’t do much wrong. She can run and gun, pass and play, kick 
and recover. And she’s only 16! With weapons around her, she seemingly toys 
with defensive lines before injecting herself and making them pay. And she’s no 
slouch on the defensive end, running down break aways for fun. As the old saying 
goes, there is no substitute for speed. 



SOUTH PERTH LIONS  NORTH BEACH SEA EAGLES 

Jodie Nosworthy (C)  1 April Alan 

Imogen Howes 2 Baeleigh Robinson 

Ohana Kahu 3 Grace McFillin 

Kalani Kahu 4 Sinead Loundes 

Madelene Isidoro 5 Unice Wani 

Michaela Turner-Wallace 6 Emysen Robinson 

Zarah Suamili 7 Macey Simpkins 

Claire Smith 8 Charmondelae Whaanga 

Grace Smith 9 Anahera Te Rahui 

Kyla Kahui 10 Lybarti Henare 

Shayla Taiwhati 11 Emily-Rose Wallace 

Zoe Snedden 12 Caitlan White 

Suphawadee Phondongnok 13 Amy Tietjens 

Mirriyannan Harris 14 Georgia Midson 

Caylee Wallis (VC) 15 Elise Phillips 

Ariana Ruru-Hinaki 16 Caylee McKenna 

Sarah Edwards 17 Trudy Whaanga (C) 

Stacey McAuliffe 18  

Cheryl Armitage 19  

Erin Terrell 20 Donna Huinga 

Sean Terrell Coach Justin Buckley 

 v  

   Women’s League Tag 
  Grand Final 

1:30pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: James Maggio 

Touch Judges: Bailey Hewat-Lawrence & Joe Makdessi 



Val Murphy Trophy  
Grand Final 

Match Preview 

South Perth Lions vs North Beach Sea Eagles 

Val Murphy Trophy started the year with 10 teams in the competition. And we 
got to whittle it down all the way to the final two. The rivalry continues. South 
Perth. North Beach. Its an old rivalry. And a fierce one. North vs South. And it 
rears its head once again. Two of the oldest clubs in Western Australia, with 70 
years of history go at it again.  

South Perth, the minor premiers, showed throughout the year that they can pile 
on the points when it counts. Showing the ability to take games away from teams 
with 10-15 minute bursts, they can explode with speed and skill to really burn 
sides. They tend to be a little erratic sometimes, with Kade McDonald a real 
enigma in terms of risk versus reward. But they contain an honest forward pack, 
with the likes of Worth, Halpin and Fisiihoi that make sure you have to actually 
beat them if you want the game. 

North Beach, well their first grade woes haven’t affected this side. It is brimming 
with talent and experience. Godeke. Cook. De Vorms. Taylor. Blake. Roa. Names 
that scream class. Although a bit older, they are wiser and a more than capable 
crew. Add in Wallace and Buckley, last years player of the year winners, and you 
have a recipe for some of your grandmas sweet potato pie. Amazing. But its not 
just the flashy stuff that wins premierships, and their willingness to do the tough 
stuff last week saw off a good Joondalup Giants side for their chance at the big 
one. 

Key Match Up— Tremayne Kamso vs Jason Godeke 
Maybe not the most dangerous pair on the field, they never the less will control a 
large portion of how this game will play out for their respective teams. 

Kamso, an ex premiership player with the Bears, is a fleet footed hooker who can 
hold his own with the big boys. He is extremely dangerous when taking off from 
dummy half, and will sweat on any quick play the balls that come his way. Look 
for him to run late in each  half to take advantage of any tired players. 

Although Godeke isn’t the speed merchant that he was in his younger days, he is 
still no slouch. Possessing a 20 metre burst that most wingers and fullbacks would 
be jealous of, he is extremely quick between the ears and willing to do the tough 
stuff as well as the flashy. An underrated ball player, he is Beach’s “Mr Fix It”. 
 



 v  

SOUTH PERTH LIONS  NORTH BEACH SEA EAGLES 

Te Whariki-a-rangi Hulena 1 Mitchell Wade 

Connor Hudson 2 Josh Nowlan 

Tere Cameron-Ramea 3 Jayden de Vorms 

Spencer Vini 4 Ben Taylor 

Ty Thorogood 5 Uxshan Daruwalla 

Kade McDonald 6 Deba Cook 

Luke-David Wells-Talamaivao 7 Jeremy Wallace 

Damien Worth 8 James Blake (C) 

Tremayne Kamso 9 Justin Buckley 

Benjamin Nimmo 10 Sam Daurua 

Shane Lindner (C) 11 Rick Williams 

Joseph Halpin (C) 12/19 Nate Roa 

Peliata Fisiihoi 13 Jason Godecke (C) 

Jordan Fletcher 14 Kieran Tarrant 

Jacob Kerr 15 Iraia Takarangi 

Lleyton Cameron 16 Levi Taita-Abels 

Austin Cameron 17 Cam Hoff 

Michael Collins-Davis 18 Jay Roa 

Hadi Balmut 19/12 Jake Ryle 

Kenny Siliniu-Tulimafua 20 Hafoka Tonu 

Andrew Cameron Coach Brian Burns 

  Val Murphy Trophy 
Grand Final 
2:50pm Kick-Off 

 Referee:  Brock Midson 
Touch Judges: Rob McKay & Tristan Booker 

Interchange:  John Moore & Phoenix Tapu-Davidson 



    



Women’s Rugby League  
Grand Final 

Match Preview 
Fremantle Roosters vs Ellenbrook Rabbitohs 

12 months later and we are back! 
Last time these two teams met on Grand Final day, the Rabbitohs put on a 
dominant performance and shut out any hope of a Roosters victory early in the 
piece. 

But a lot has changed in just over 12 months. The Roosters, who were the great 
improvers last year coming from 3rd to make the grand final, were immense in 
the regular season. With many ladies remaining from last years team, they 
managed to add some attacking fire power with touch football dynamos Rheanna 
and Jenaya Quan. And with this added injection, they stormed to a minor 
premiership, and managed to outlast the Rabbitohs in adverse conditions 6-4 in 
the major semi final to get the week off. The Roosters will be hoping that 
conditions do not repeat themselves, as their fast flowing expansive style would 
love a nice fast track at North Beach today. 

Standing in the Roosters way to go better, is the female juggernaut that is the 
Ellenbrook Rabbitohs. When it comes to tackle rugby league in Western Australia, 
Ellenbrook have been the dominant force for the last 3 years, and they are eyeing 
off a 3-peat to assert their dominance yet again. While they are missing some 
notable players, they too have picked up some massive inclusions. With their star 
code converts Trilleen Pomare and Ariana Hira, and NSW U18s star Tiana Graham 
back in the fold, the Rabbitohs have got some true star power, and these players 
asserted their status in last weeks 28-10 victory over a brave Giants side. 

In the regular season this year the teams actually met 3 times, with the teams 
splitting the results one a piece and the “sprinkler” game forcing a draw in the 
other contest. Take into account the 6-4 semi final which was decided by a 
conversion, almost nothing separate's these two teams, but the question 
remains. When the games on the line, can Fremantle’s young fearless group 
knuckle down and go with the experience and poise that we know Ellenbrook 
possess. 

Will we see a new name on the Women’s premiership trophy? Or will the 
Rabbitohs do what they have always done, and just roll on to victory? Arguably 
the game of the day, strap in and get ready for a gripping contest. 



FREMANTLE ROOSTERS  ELLENBROOK RABBITOHS 

Keisha Marshall 1 Trilleen Pomare 

Leanne Ward 2 Azhure Turner 

Mariah Bell 3 Tiana Graham 

Rheanna Quan 4 Ariana Hira 

Bethany Gayton 5 Tiarne Barnett 

Alesha Foster 6 Juraea Turner 

Jenaya Paul 7 Kailey Thompson (C) 

Lin Malone 8 Layna Nona Busch 

Lucy Cuppari 9 Paihau Pomare 

Kateraina Ahipene 10 Sera Ah-Sam 

Grace Gayton 11 Natahalia Thompson 

Thelma Karaitiana 12 Ngarima Patia 

Claudia Foster (C) 16/13 Sandy Tau 

Dallys Tini 14 Te Rauhina Wall 

 15 Te Aroha Parkinson 

 13/16 Mahina Rangi A Clair 

Alex King 17 Rebecca Pantaleoni 

Mahinarangi Rungarunga 18 Frieda Ah-Sam 

Heather Matoe Tawhitapou 19 Tui Cope 

Johanna Simeti 20  

Dale Stringer Coach Baden Turner 

 v  

   Women’s Rugby League 
  Grand Final 

4:30pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: Dave Wallis 

Touch Judges: Alison Watters & James Maggio 
Interchange:  Skye Ogrizek & Topaz Jean-Porter 



Women’s Premiership Grand Final  
Match Preview  - Key Match Up’s 

 

How do we split the teams? Let’s look at the key 
match ups that will go a long way to deciding the 

outcome of this one. 

Rheanna Quan vs Trilleen Pomare 
Something about superstar fullbacks in the game today, with two absolute 
weapons facing off in this game. Firstly, Rheanna has transitioned over to rugby 
league like a duck to water. A fantastic touch football player, she has not shied 
away from contact and has become a force in the women’s game. Fast and 
strong, her ability to change lines at full speed is a site to watch. A crucial piece to 
Fremantle’s game, watch for her to chime into backline moves at pace. Trilleen is 
well known among rugby league circles. A code convert with experience on the 
biggest stages, she is the complete package. Silky skills combined with great pace 
and vision, she is not afraid to mix it in the middle with the forwards. She uses 
her body and brilliantly and constantly bumps off defenders much bigger than 
herself.  

Dallys Tini vs Kailey Thompson 
Some would say this is the heir apparent vs the reigning dominant play maker in 
NRL WA Women's rugby league. Apprentice vs Master. Dallys is made for rugby 
league. A brilliant runner of the football, and tenacious defender, in 2020 she has 
gone from prodigious talent to outright star for the Roosters. Watch for her to 
demand the ball when the game is in the balance and at such a tender age, still 
has so much to improve. “KT”, the referee, is the bane of every other team in the 
competition. While a gifted runner and ball player in her own right, her ability to 
see and manage the game has frustrated sides over the last 3 years. A vocal 
leader, her ability to manage a game through her voice, gamesmanship and 
kicking game have allowed the Rabbits to continue to be the benchmark. 

Mariah Bell/Keisha Marshall vs Ariana Hira/Tiana Graham 
Had to include  both sets of centres to this list, and this battle is worth the price 
of admission alone. Firstly we have Bell and Hira, who are hard running, no 
nonsense bruisers. Both big hitters, and hard ball runners, they know no other 
way except forward.  Look for them both to get early carries in the set to help 
their forwards out. And then we have the Marshall and Graham. Speed, footwork 
and skill. They look to make defenders miss and often leave people looking at 
thin air. Leaving them one on one from a scrum is almost a sure try, as they are 
fantastic at creating space and 2 on 1s for their wingers.  



       2020 Smarter than Smoking Perth Junior League 

GRAND FINALS 
Sunday the 20th September was the pinnacle of the Perth Junior League 

Competitions, held at Webber Reserve. The top junior teams from the com-

petitive age groups went head to head in a showcase of  our Junior Rugby 

League talent.  

                          Junior Premiers 2020 

Under 12’s  North Beach Sea Eagles 

Girls League Tag  Ellenbrook Rabbitohs 

Under 13’s  Fremantle Roosters 

Under 14’s  North Beach Sea Eagles 

Under 15’s  Kalamunda Bulldogs 

Under 16’s  Willagee Bears 



Let The Battle Begin….. 
The Smarter Than Smoking Premiership Grand Final will follow in the footsteps of 

the thrillers, rollercoasters and nail-biters that have been a part of  

Rugby League history in Western Australia for over 70 years.  

Year Club Year Club Year Club 

1948 South Perth 1972 Applecross 1996 South Perth 

1949 South Perth 1973 South Perth 1997 Fremantle 

1950 Fremantle 1974 North Beach 1998 North Beach 

1951 Perth 1975 South Perth 1999 Canning 

1952 South Perth 1976 Fremantle 2000 Joondalup 

1953 South Perth 1977 Fremantle 2001 North Beach 

1954 South Perth 1978 Canning 2002 South Perth 

1955 Cottesloe 1979 Mosman-Cottesloe 2003 North Beach 

1956 Victoria Park 1980 North Beach 2004 South Perth 

1957 South Perth 1981 Mosman-Cottesloe/Fremantle 2005 South Perth 

1958 South Perth 1982 South Perth 2006 North Beach 

1959 Victoria Park 1983 South Perth 2007 North Beach 

1960 Victoria Park 1984 North Beach 2008 South Perth 

1961 Fremantle 1985 North Beach 2009 South Perth 

1962 Victoria Park 1986 Applecross 2010 South Perth 

1963 Fremantle 1987 Belmont 2011 South Perth 

1964 Applecross 1988 Belmont 2012 North Beach 

1965 Applecross 1989 Belmont 2013 North Beach 

1966 Applecross 1990 Canning 2014 South Perth 

1967 Applecross 1991 Canning 2015 Fremantle 

1968 Victoria Park 1992 Applecross 2016 North Beach 

1969 Applecross 1993 Rockingham 2017 Fremantle 

1970 Applecross 1994 Canning 2018 Fremantle 

1971 North Beach 1995 Belmont 2019 Fremantle 

First Grade Premiers 



Premiership  
Grand Final  

Match Preview  
 

Joondalup Giants vs Rockingham Sharks 

For one side its been 20 years. For the other, it’s a third chance at that elusive 
maiden premiership. And its all come down to 80 minutes to prove who wants it 
more. Neither side made the finals last year, and both sides went back to the 
drawing board in the off season and with all the noise, distractions and obstacles 
that have happened this year, here we are.  

The Joondalup Giants raced to the top of the leader board this year and while 
stumbling at a couple of stages, have been the heavy favourites in their 30th 
anniversary year. A new coaching team, a new attitude and new values up north 
have turned the Giants into a what was an underachieving club into a 
powerhouse this season. Top to bottom, women’s and men’s, the results were 
there for all to see. Although the other grades fell at the preliminary hurdles, the 
Premiership side is bursting with confidence and got the week off in a dominant 
victory over the Lions 2 weeks ago.  With some new pieces in this year, and some 
veterans in the shape of their life, the Giants know the job is not done yet, and 
will be putting everything into this weekend. 

The Rockingham Sharks have made this grand final on the back of one core 
principal. Belief. Surprising the Roosters and shocking the Lions, you would be a 
brave person to write the Sharks off in the big one. They are brimming with 
confidence, and have zero fear of playing from behind. A proud club, they are 
crying out for their first premiership in the top grade since their inception, and 
this group of wily veterans and fearless youngsters will throw everything they 
have at the Giants to get it done. People always say that in the finals, the 
competition starts again, and the Shark’s attitude in the finals has reflected this. 
They don’t care that they are underdogs. They are ready.  

During the season, these teams met twice, and both times the Giants were handy 
victors 40-20 in round 4 and 28-0 in round 9. But as I said earlier, this is a 
completely different ball game, and everything is up for grabs in the grand final.  
Lets hope the weather gods are kind and we can have an amazing game of footy 
to finish out the 2020 season. 



 v  

JOONDALUP GIANTS  ROCKINGHAM SHARKS 

Kainoa Gudgeon 1 Tyler Hunt 

Luke Turner 2 Daniel Goodwin 

Mark Huiswaard 3 Logan Barclay 

Rangiwananga Kingi 4 Quintin Fui 

Jaylen Grey 5 Hayden Wood 

Jeremy Browne 6 Sean Scott 

Gus Marshall 7 Kaelin Heremaia-Phillips 

Nathan Searle 8 Matthew Rangiuia 

River Colman 9 Andrew Jeffery (C) 

Troy Nicho 10 Julian Wilson-Wyllie 

Beau White 11 Peter Worth 

Le Te Maari (C) 12 Josh Bransby 

Taurean Sheehan 13 Emmerson Whittel 

David Martin 14 Kieren Crowe 

Joell Irvine 15 Brody Gilchrist 

Daniel Sneddon 18/16 Reece Potter 

Joshua Houghton 20 Ian Wood 

Macey Howarth 19/17 Bill Steenson 

 John Harbin Coach Peter Williams 

               Premiership 
                Grand Final 

6:00pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: Ben Soloman 

Touch Judges: Scott Spittles & Nathan Benn 
In Goal Judges: Tristan Brooker & Rob McKay 

Interchange: Colleen Hewat-Lawrence & Alan Kelly 



Premiership Captains 

Lee Te Maari—Joondalup Giants—Second Row 

When people talk about Lee one of the first 
things that comes out is Ex-NRL. And that 

obviously shows when your dealing with the man. 
Now we can talk about his history all we want. But 
rather than that, lets talk about the man he is in 2020. 
Tough. Aggressive. Uncompromising. Determined. 
What people don’t know is that leading into the 
season Lee suffered a major injury that could have 
derailed his big comeback. But there was no way he 
was going to let that get the better of him. And when 
he came back, he was in top shape and straight back 
into the side. 
Playing big mins in every game this year, he is vocal 
and a real baller. He wants his hands on the ball 
when the game is on the line, and if you ask his 
peers, the ideal person to go to war with. Age is not a 
factor, and when he steps out on that field on 
Saturday, you can be sure he will leave nothing in the 
tank. A true leader of men.  

In 2012 a complete unknown 

showed up at the Lark Hill 

Sportsplex, just looking to have a 

game of rugby league at the closest club to his 

home. Stuck behind a talented hooker to start 

the season, it took him 3 games to earn the 

starting spot, and book himself a ticket in the 

WA state team. And here we are. Eight years 

and over 100 first grade games later. State 

and affiliated states caps behind him, he sure 

has left his mark on the NRL WA competition. 

A ruthless competitor and a great team man, 

he always shows up. Putting his meagre frame 

on the line time and time again, there is a 

reason he has been one of the benchmark 

players year after year. Watch for his 

trademark scoots out of dummy half 

throughout the contest to keep the markers honest. The type of player Andrew is, it 

wouldn't matter if he played front row or fullback, just get him out there. 

Andrew Jeffery —Rockingham Sharks—Hooker 



Premiership Grand Final  
Match Preview  - Key Match Up’s 

 

How do we split the teams? Let’s look at the key match ups 
that will go a long way to deciding the outcome of this one. 

Kainoa Gudgeon vs Tyler Hunt 
Let’s start with the clash that everyone is going to be talking about. Two explosive 
number one’s with amazing attacking ability. This battle could ultimately decide 
the contest. The raging hot favourite for player of the year, QLD Cup player 
Kainoa has exploded back into the competition this year. Strong, fast and 
incredibly elusive, he sees the game in slow motion and reacts at blinding speed. 
A threat anywhere on the field, the Sharks will have him in their sights all game. 
Opposite him with a big job, young Tyler will approach this with no fear. A year 
over in the UK playing with the West Wales Raiders turned his raw talent into a 
more finished product, and he will not die wondering. With fantastic footwork 
and an incredibly high work rate, he is not afraid to mix it up in the middle with 
the big boys. This will be one hell of a matchup. 

Nathan Searle vs Julian Wilson-Wylie 
Forwards win footy game, and backs decide by how much. And the battle of the 
pack leaders will go a long way in deciding this game. “Searley” is in career best 
form. By his own admission, he is the fittest he has been in 10 years, and the way 
he is playing shows it. An absolute workhorse who can play 80 minutes, Searle 
always wants to work. He constantly wants two runs a set, and will be looking to 
keep that effort up through this game. Julz, affectionately known as “The Bus” is 
according to his peers, the best front rower in the game. Incredibly strong and 
quicker than he looks, his post contact metres and ability to find his front are 
immense. And run directly at him at your own peril, because this Bus is always on 
time.   

Jeremy Browne vs Sean Scott 
Sometimes games don’t go to plan and you need someone who can just make 
things happen. And these opposing halves are capable of just that. Browne is a 
Giants stalwart. Never playing anywhere else, he has seen all the highs and lows 
that rugby league has to offer. Possessing deft footwork, and great temperament, 
he knows when and where to poke and prod till defensive lines give out. Scott is 
out and out unpredictable. Snapping field goals from 40 out, throwing double cut 
out passes and just bumping off front rowers, he will keep defences guessing all 
day. Either player could bust the game wide open if given a chance.  

 



October 24th
 

Girls Only Rugby League Gala Day  

WHERE - Thomas Oval, Medina 

WHAT AGES - Under 6, Under 8, Under 

10 & Under 12’s 

HOW TO REGISTER 

Team and Single Player registrations 

and nominations to be submitted to 

NRL WA Competitions & Games Coordi-

nator Caleb Reedy ASAP—

creedy@nrl.com.au   

November 21st & 22nd 

Great Southern Nines Competition  

WHERE - Centennial Park, Albany 

WHAT AGES - Senior Men's, but would 

love expression of interest from Women’s 

and Juniors. 

COST - $250 per team.  

HOW TO REGISTER 

Team registrations and nominations to be 

submitted to NRL WA Competitions & 

Games Coordinator Caleb Reedy ASAP—

creedy@nrl.com.au   

A small port city, Albany is a beautiful get-

away with a Mediterranean climate and 

fantastic beaches, roughly 4 and a half 

hours drive from Perth. What a better ex-

cuse to visit and get away from the bustle 

of the city! 



Referee Spotlight 

Ben Solomon—Premiership 
121 Premiership Games later and Ben has finally 
been invited to the big dance. A long apprenticeship 
in the background, Ben is widely considered the top 
referee in NRL WA. Very fit and a great 
understanding of the rules, Ben is also a very good 
people person. Able to defuse situations verbally and 
control the tempo of the game, Ben is a master at his 
craft. What you won’t know about Ben, is he is 
actually an extremely good cricket player. A lethal 
batsmen, if you ever get together for a charity game, 
invite him to be on your team, you won’t be sorry. 

“The Kid” wasn’t a bad rugby league player, but 

quickly realised he needed another avenue for 

his love of the game. And he took to officiating 

like a duck to water. SG Ball officiating and 

other representative games, Brock (left) is the 

new number two gunslinger in town and loves 

pushing Ben for that number 1 spot. Respected 

amongst players for his no-nonsense 

approach, Brock is still tweaking his style. Young and confident, he will have his 

eyes on the big game at the end of the year for many years to come. 

Brock Midson—Val Murphy Trophy 

Known as Mr Reliable, Dave (right) has been 

a mainstay of the senior competition for a long 

time. 211 senior games and throw in some 

Premiership Grand Finals, Dave has been 

pursuing other Rugby League avenues this 

season, but has lent his talents to the female 

game. And the ladies have loved it. His level 

of professionalism has helped the game grow, 

and the ladies have really responded. The 

games standards have gone up and that is in 

no small part to the referees in the middle. 

Dave Wallis—Women’s Premiership 



 

Rugby League Quiz 

1. Who is the highest try scorer in NRL history that is still actively playing? 

2. In 2016, the Sharks beat the Storm in the NRL Grand Final and everyone 

expected Andrew Fifita to win the Clive Churchill. Who actually won it? 

3. Brisbane Broncos won their first ever wooden spoon this year. Name a 

club who has never won one. 

4. Bradley Clyde And Brad Mackay are 2 of 4 players to have won the Clive 

Churchill medal in a losing team. Name the other two. 

5. The Gold Coast Titans are the latest iteration of teams to take up the Gold 

Coast residence. Name two of the others? 

6. Before Canterbury was known as the “Bulldogs”, what was one of the nick-

names? 

7. Only two NRL clubs are considered foundation rugby league clubs in our 

top tier competition. Name them? 

8. What rugby league club has the highest winning percentage in the history 

of the NRL? 

9. In 2008, a player debuted for the Gold Coast Titans at 16 years of age, 

making him the youngest player in over 70 years. Name him. 

10. Cameron Smith is the highest scoring player in NRL history. Which active 

player is the closest to him?  

 

 

1. Brett Morris, 2. Luke Lewis, 3. NZ Warriors, Manly Sea Eagles,  4. Jack 

Wighton (2019) & Daly Cherry-Evans (2013), 5. Giants, Seagulls, Gladiators & 

Chargers , 6. The Berries Or Country Bumpkins, 7. South Sydney Rabbitohs & 

Sydney Roosters (Easts) , 8. Brisbane Broncos (65%),  9. Jordan Rankin ,           

10. Jarrod Croker (Raiders) 



CORPORATE PARTNERS 
NRL WA is proudly supported by sponsors and partners who are dedicated to the  

development of Rugby League in Western Australia. From grassroots Rugby 

League through to the Smarter Than Smoking Premiership Competition, elite player 

and coach development, Rugby League continues to develop and grow with the 

assistance of our generous supporters. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
NRL WA is responsible for providing competition playing structures,  

coaching and development services and sport specific educational  

programs for junior and senior, male and female players and volunteers 

across the state and support from the corporate sector is a critical to our 

long term success.   

For further information on how your organisation can get involved with NRL 

WA in 2021, please email admin@warugbyleague.com.au  
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