


Venue Information 
Patrons are reminded that smoking & vaping is not permitted within 

any part of the venue as per our policy. Alcohol is not to be brought 

into the premises. Patrons are requested not to bring food or beverage 

products purchased at commercial outlets outside of the venue to the 

inside of Dorrien Gardens. 

Also note, that there is to be no unsupervised children in the club 

rooms and bar area at any stage throughout the day.  

Please use the rubbish bins provided. The day is run by volunteers. 

This Is Our House. 

Thank you for your assistance and understanding in this matter. 

Team At NRL WA 

Todays Program 

11:00am 
Westpac Women’s 

League Tag 
North Beach Sea Eagles vs South Perth Lions 

12:20pm FTG&P Third Grade Willagee Bears vs North Beach Sea Eagles 

1:50pm 
Westpac Women’s 

Premiership 
Ellenbrook Rabbitohs vs Willagee Bears  

3:20pm 
FTG&P Val Murphy 

Trophy 
North Beach Sea Eagles vs South Perth Lions 

5:00pm 
Fuel To Go & Play 

Premiership 
South Perth Lions vs Fremantle Roosters 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of all the team at NRL WA, I would like to welcome you to Dorrien Gardens for the 2026 “Fuel 
to go & Play” Senior Grand Final Day. 

 

We would like to congratulate all the teams that will be competing today, with special Kudos to the 
South Perth Lions and the Fremantle Roosters who will face off in their quest to be crowned the 2026 
“Fuel to Go & Play” Men's First Grade Champions.  

It’s been 4 years since the Roosters last won the 1st Grade Flag and even longer for the Lions who last 
tasted Premiership glory 12 years ago…so the stage is set for another classic battle between two of the 
oldest clubs in the League. 

 

In the Westpac Women’s Tackle Grand Final, an intriguing battle awaits as five time Champions the 
Ellenbrook Rabbitohs,  take on the their southern rivals, the Willagee Bears, who are playing in their 
first top grade Grand Final since the competition was re-introduced in 2018.  

 

Today we would also like to convey our sincere gratitude to our loyal partners and sponsors, particularly 
Healthway, with their “Fuel To Go & Play” initiative, the Department of Creative Industries, Tourism and 
Sport [CITS], Cash Converters, ATLAS, Lion, Westpac, Fleetwood, Under Armour/ ISC and Dynasty.  

 

Likewise our appreciation to all the respective club sponsors, referees and match officials, judiciary 
members, coaches, trainers, first aiders , parents & volunteers for your vital support during another 
long and demanding season, and additionally,  to the hard working team at NRL WA for your dedication 
in developing and administering our sport throughout the state in such a professional and effective 
manner.  

 

We would also like to salute our WARL Life Members, and to remember those from our Rugby League 
community that have sadly passed over recent times. It is important that their legacy and contributions 
are always remembered and respected. 

 

With the Perth Bears debuting in the NRL Telstra Premiership in March 2027, Rugby League in WA is 
entering a vibrant and exciting new era. Being awarded this opportunity will supercharge interest and 
engagement in our sport and will drive meaningful growth in participation and investment over the 
years to come. 

 

From a pathways and game development point of view, it will be so beneficial for talented and deter-
mined West Australian boys and girls to be able to pursue their Rugby League dreams and aspirations 
without necessarily having to leave their home state. 

 

To all the players who are competing today, play well, play fair, respect the officials and enjoy the expe-
rience and the memories. To all the families, fans and volunteers in attendance, thank you for sup-
porting our great game and enjoy your 2026 “Fuel to Go & Play”  Premiership Grand 
Final Day.  

John Sackson 
General Manager 
NRL WA  





Referee Highlight 

Byron Devene—Premiership Referee 

Well its been a shootout all year to see who 
would get the nod from the referees 
association and be in the middle of the 
Grand Final. With Scott Spittles availability 
becoming much less, there were 3 or 4 
names who were put at the top of the list to 
secede him. And Byron emerged out of the 
pack to take the whistle for this one. 
Incredibly fit and from a prominent refereeing 
family. Byron is actually one of those guys 
who puts his hand up for rugby league in this 
state continuously. Giving both his Saturdays 
and sundays all season, he is an avid fan of 
the senior and junior rugby league. In his 
spare time, you might find Byron behind the 
decks, as he is also a well respected but still 
aspiring drum and bass DJ. Constantly 
seeking to improve his craft, Byron is always 
looking for ways to improve. 

Towards the end of the year, it was either 

going to be Alex or Byron. Unfortunately 

with the talented Ben Grainger succumbing 

to injury, the two young guns were front 

and centre in the referee coaches eyes. 

Alex also comes from a big refereeing 

family, with decades experience. Although 

he himself was actually a bit late on the 

rugby league whistle. Cutting his teeth as a 

member of the high performance referees 

in WA Football, otherwise known as 

Soccer. Eventually he saw the light, and 

switched over to the oval ball and never 

looked back. Another who is still learning 

every game, we are lucky to have him. 

Alex Maggio—Val Murphy Trophy Referee 



Referee Highlight 

Liam Noonan—Womens Premiership 
Part of the older crew, Liam has decades of 
experience in the game and has seen it all 
before. While not as quick with his legs these 
days, his mind is as sharp as ever and he knows 
the laws inside out. A great talker with excellent 
inter-personal skills, he controls the game with 
his chatter and is great at getting a feel for the 
game and getting into the flow. A fan of the game 
first and foremost, his sons have both played and 
refereed at different stages in their lives and the 
Noonan’s are a well known staple in the WA 
Rugby League scene. 

Jahraiah has spent many years in and around the 

refereeing ranks, and many people were asking, 

“When is Jahraiah going to deliver on his obvious 

potential?” Well 2026 was  finally the year. He was 

in a battle as WA’s number referee for a while, and 

had multiple FTG&P Premiership games this year. 

An extremely well liked referee, he has many fans 

across the junior and senior ranks, and has 

experience in regional carnivals as well as one off 

major events. One to watch moving forward.  

Jahraiah Getawan —Third Grade Referee 

Sofia Mounfield —Women’s League Tag Referee 

From the humble, but strong Group 6 competition, it hasn’t 
taken long for Sofia’s star to rise. A talented referee, Sofia’s 
extremely fit, a great communicator and incredibly quick on 
their feet. Strong on the rules, Sofia’s gone from doing 
competition junior grades to senior grand final middles in 
quick time and you’d think in 2027, Sofia will be shooting to 
up in grades as the competition and the rugby league in 
WA heats up! 



Women’s League Tag 
Grand Final 

Match Preview 

North Beach Sea Eagles vs South Perth Lions 

The old rivals are back, and we have the game we all thought we would. The 
dominant North Beach Sea Eagles have been the most dominant team in any 
grade in 2026, as they have gone through the whole season, and finals 
undefeated, but the Lions have been nipping at their heels, and they get one last 
crack at them today. 

The Sea Eagles had a bit of an off year last year, but statistically they are in the 
midst of a dynasty. 3 GF wins in the last 6 years, makes them the most dominant 
team of that period. Their rival for that period. You guessed it, the mighty Lions. 
But this might be the best version of the Sea Eagles to date. Centred around the 
Robinson sisters, Baeleigh and Emysen, they are a clinical side that beats you with 
pace and more pace. Adding some hard workers in Shay Ruka, and the returning 
Ada Cox, along with the pacey Aimee-Rose Wood, the Sea Eagles became a more 
complete outfit. Add in the Player of the Year in April Alan, and they will take 
some beating. 

For the Lions, they have dealt with every team and every obstacle thrown at 
them this year with ease. Except for the one dressed in maroon. The defending 
premiers have locked horns with them 3 times this season, and have come off the 
wrong end all 3 times. But they are getting closer, and have been sparring with 
the maroon and whites for the last 6 years, and have 2 grand final wins of their 
own in that time. Grace Smith is the conductor, and the Lions probably have 
more the class in ball players. Turner-Wallace, Norton and Suamili are as savy as 
they come with the ball, and throw in the Kahu sisters and Claudia Wood in the 
middle, they are a classy side. With the red flash in Carroll patrolling the back 
field, this should be a cracker. 

Key Match Up— April Alan & Brooke Carroll 

These two players have got some serious credentials between them. Player Of 
The Year trophies, MVPs of grand finals, State Representatives. They are two of 
the best players we have ever seen in WLT. Alan is a finals specialist. A 3 time 
grand final MVP, she is gets it done on the big stage and continues to beat players 
with silky footwork and top flight aacceleration. Carroll isn’t called the flash for 
nothing. A try scorer who splits teams with ease, she tops the try scoring charts 
every year, and continues to show her worth in the red and white in 2026. 



North Beach Sea Eagles  South Perth Lions  

Sinead Loundes  1 Brooke Carroll  

Aimee-Rose Wood 2 Teana Jenkins 

Emily Wallace 3 Amy Therkelsen 

Isabelle Holz 4 Rhythm Brinkworth 

Brittany Rogers 5 Beth Norton  

Baeleigh Robinson 6 Michaela Turner-Wallace 

Tennae Berryman 7 Zarah Suamili 

Tessa Pokia 8 Claire Smith 

April Alan 9 Grace Smith  

Shay Ruka 10 Amanda McGuire 

Ada Cox 11 Ohana Kahu 

Emysen Robinson  12 Kalani Kahu 

Hannah Stobart 13 Lisa McCoy 

Paige Wiringi  14 Claudia Wood 

Horiana Emery 15 Hani Dunn 

Esme Townsend 16/18 Erin Terrell 

 19 Lucia Vagos  

 20 Imogen Howes  

 21 Shelby McDonald 

Ryan Christensen  Coach Sean Terrell 

 v  

   Women’s League Tag 
  Grand Final 

11:00am Kick-Off 
 Referee: Sofia Mounfield 

Touch Judges: Stephen Kaless & Jeremy Watson 





Third Grade 
Grand Final 

Match Preview 

Willagee Bears vs North Beach Sea Eagles 

In the FTG&P Third Grade Grand Final, we have the defending premiers, the 
Willagee Bears taking on the North Beach Sea Eagles. The Bears have hit the 
accelerator, flying into the Grand Final, while the Sea Eagles snuck into 4th, and 
have won two absolute nail biters to make it to the big day.  

The Willagee Lions seemed to be the team to beat for most of the year, but they 
flirted with inconsistency, which seemed to come and go. As their coach tinkered 
with the lineup throughout the year, they dealt with some player movement 
among the grades. But they are a powerful side. A scoring threat at all times, they 
are a handful to control. With wingers King Rashidi and Connor Capewell out and 
out finishers who finished on top of the try scoring charts, they are on the end of 
a devastating backline. With a dangerous spine of McNamara, Tapuosi-Sisepi, 
Chan Boon and Young, it is actually their forward pack that sets up the final 
punch. Edwards and the 2025 player of the year Iongi are a powerful starting 
duo, and once you add in their captain Cross, they middles are a very hard team 
to get the upper hand on. 

The Sea Eagles are playing on house money now. They got to golden point 
courtesy of some poor goal kicking by the Giants, and outlasted the Lions last 
weekend in a battle of attrition. So the question is, can they continue to 
overcome the odds and beat another fancied opponent? Well its in the middle 
that they are showing their worth, with Whaanga, Adams and Wootton showing 
all their experience as they get through their work. Add in the trusty Easter and 
Donaldson in the pack, there is decades of experience in this line up. And while 
they are a tradesman like pack, it’s the band of other guys who can play some 
serious ball. Blair, Jones, Lofts, Hoff and Taita-Abels are an interesting back 5, but 
seem to find the try line whenever its needed. 

Key Match Up— Pao Tapuosi-Sisepi & Te Reti McLeod 

Two players who control the fate of two very talented third grade sides. Tapuosi-
Sisepi is dynamic, erratic and unpredictable, while on the other side McLeod is 
controlled and takes his time breaking down defences. Which style will come out 
on top in this grand final shootout. Only time will tell…. 



Willagee Bears  North Beach Sea Eagles  

Tadhg McNamara 1 Daniel Blair  

Riley Capewell 2 Tyler Lofts 

Lochlan Jackson  3 Jahvan Jones  

Kheanon Hetaraka 4 Levi Taita-Abels  

King Rashidi 5 Cameron Hoff 

Pao Tapuosi-Sisepi (VC) 6 Denim Wilkinson 

Lorenzo Chan Boon 7 Te Reti McLeod 

Rakheem Edwards 8 Sam Wootton  

 Leighton Young 9 Ron Donaldson  

Joshua Longi  10 Gersh Adams  

Christina Faumuina 11 Jobe Wilkinson 

Uraia Cakacaka 12 Ed Easter 

Damien Cross ( C)  13 Te Relli Whaanga 

Phoenix Apa 14 Dan Martin  

Nikora Hana  15 Dean Taylor-Menzies 

Tapapa Lewis  16 Kalle Boase 

Adam Nepia  17/21 Tynan Erueti 

Kameli Naisiroki 18 Hafoka Adams  

RJ Aiafi 19 Jason Tuhi 

Vix Ulukita 20 Hafoka Tonu  

Neihana Savage Coach Nate Roa 

 v  

 Third Grade 
Grand Final 

12:20pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: Jahraiah Getawan 

Touch Judges: Davric Noonan & Jeremy Watson  
Interchange: Nathan Benn & Sam McCarthy 



The State government through the Department of Creative Industries, 

Tourism and Sport is a major supporter of the NRL WA and the NRL 

Games & State Of Origin Fixtures  held in Perth in 2025 in Western 

Australia. Sport and recreation builds stronger, healthier, happier and 

safer communities. 



Women’s Premiership  
Grand Final 

Match Preview 
Ellenbrook Rabbitohs vs Willagee Bears 

In the Women’s Premiership decider, we see the Ellenbrook Rabbitohs taking on 
Willagee Bears! 9 years in a row, we have had the Ellenbrook Rabbitohs on the 
final big day, while the last time the Willagee Bears was in the grand final for 
Women’s Tackle…. Almost 25 years. 

Once again, the Rabbitohs come in as the team to beat and with good reason. 
They had almost a perfect record, with only one loss to their name, coming at the 
hands of the Giants mid season. A dominant side, with class all over the field, 
they know the score and will be ultra hungry to set some things right. While they 
have been in 9 deciders in the a row, the last 3 haven’t gone to script. Back to 
back losses to the Giants was followed last year by a heart breaking loss to the 
Roosters. But 2026 is a new year, and the Bunnies look in rare form. Thompson 
and Turner are connecting like its 2019 all over again, and they have some serious 
strike power. Fisher on the edge, is joined by CAS player Moon on the other, with 
Tuhua and the rejuvenated Barker in the centres in a revamped backline. Ruru-
Hinaki has been in amazing form, as she scooped the Players-Player award. A 
powerful and safe runner at fullback, shes a handful in any contest. 

Looking to add a 4th year to their heartbreak, is the young and brash Willagee 
Bears. While respectful of their more fancied teams, they are showing no fear of 
their opponents as they swept away the Roosters and the Giants on their way to 
the big dance. Led by captains and strong middles Kelemete and Burt-Poloai, 
their forward pack punches well above their weight. Adding in the Manning-
Daniel and Griffis this year, the young backrow combination of Uluibau and 
Amataiti are going from strength to strength. But it is the backline that has been 
receiving all the plaudits. Tanonef and Suamili have been amazing in unlocking 
the ability of those around them. But it’s the back 5 that have really shone. The 
speed, fitness and determination of McNally, Hodgson and Yusia in particular 
have been amazing to watch and a nightmare to contain. 

The teams have played 3 times this year, and while the first two encounters were 
blow outs to the Rabbitohs, the Bears have been closing the gap,. With their final 
round match being 6-4 in one of the defensive games of the season. Who will 
explode out of the blocks today? Can the Rabbitohs get back to the top of the 
mountain? Or will the Bears cause them more pain on the big day? 



Ellenbrook Rabbitohs  Willagee Bears 

Ariama Ruru-Hinaki 1 Leona Yusia  

Tatyana Fisher 2 Kate Williams  

Ocean Tuhua 3 Tara McNally  

Bobbie-Lee Barker 4 Ruby Hodgson 

Kalissa Moon 5 Erin Hapuku-Apii 

Juraea Turner ( VC) 6 Zarah Suamili 

Kailey Thompson ( C ) 7 Aliyah Tanonef  

Naomi Tiumalu 8 Nikita Manning-Daniel 

Willow Leach 9 Nicole Griffis 

Te Rau Pasene-Grennell  10 Taylavie Kelemete ( C ) 

Natahlia Thompson 11 Chloe Amataiti 

Natalia Tearoa 12 Tahlae Uluibau 

Ashleigh  Timoko 13 Caitlin Burt-Poloai ( C ) 

Shamaia Grey 14 Grace Guyton 

Sera Ah-Sam 21/15 Pricilla Samoa  

Aliyah Grey 16 Grace Liddy 

Teryn Unasa 17 Danielle Parker  

Cheyenne Campbell 22/18 Gabriella Canicosa 

Te Rauhina Wall 19 Dakota Kamso 

Frieda Ah-Sam 20 Catherine Tapuaiga 

Baden Turner Coach Mike Engu  

 v  

   Women’s Rugby League 
  Grand Final 

1:50pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: Liam Noonan 

Touch Judges: Joe Makdessi & Sofia Mounfield 
Interchange: Jose’ Robles & Lance Bullen 



Women’s Premiership Grand Final  
Match Preview  - Key Match Up’s 

How do we split the teams? Let’s look at the key match ups that will go a long 
way to deciding the outcome of this one. 

Ariana Ruru-Hinaki vs Leona Yusia 
The reigning players player for 2026, Ruru-Hinaki is a fleetfooted ball runner, who 
can set up a try with her passing and footwork. While not lightning fast over 
distance, in a short space she is very zippy and can make defenders miss for fun. 
Adding some amazing defense and brilliant positioning, “Ari” has played almost 
perfectly in 2026. Yusia is young, fast and exuding with confidence. She a lighting 
ball runner, who seems to get fast the longer she runs. While not a ball playing 
fullback, she sprints back with the ball, and looks to get one on one with her 
opposition, and shrug them with her power running. Strong out of the ground, 
she will need two defenders on her at all times.  

Naomi Tiumalu vs Nikita Manning-Daniel 
Naomi has set the standard in the middle of the field this year for the Rabbitohs. 
While not the power house of the Ah-Sams, or the dynamism of Campbell, she is 
fitter than she looks, and does all the small things well. A great defender and a 
strong ball runner, she has earnt the respect of her opposition as a solid operator 
and never has a bad game. Her opposite, Manning-Daniel, has reinvented herself 
at a new club, and has become one of the most improved players in the 
competition. When coming through, she was a player who played at width, as a 
backrower or centre. But she has found a home in the middle of the field. 
Creating a scary middle unit with Burt-Polaia and Kelemete, the Bears will not be 
bullied.  

Thompson/Turner vs Tanonef/Suamili 
Thompson and Turner have been doing this together for a while now, and in my 
opinion are the most dominant halves combination in NRL WA history….ever. 
Smart, cunning and patient, they can attack you early, punishing teams out of the 
gate so they have to chase the game, or hit you late and wondering what 
happened. But they are running out of chances to get it right. And their 
opponents are not afraid. No mental scars from losing exist as the two youngsters 
in Tanonef and Suamili will go after this game. Tanonef returned from Sydney 
with experience and confidence that she could create the difference, and while 
not a huge name in tackle. Suamili has been a star in tag and touch, and now will 
be getting the chance to show what she can do in the tackle portion. While their 
kicking game is not strong, they can run and ball play with the best of them. 



 

Harmony Cup #10 Is On Its Way 

October 9th, 10th, & 11th 

WHERE - George Burnett Park, Karawara 

WHAT AGES - Men’s (Comp & Social), 

Women’s 

Masters Men’s 

Masters Women’s 

 

WHO - Over 10 different cultural communities along with some invited regional teams 

The biggest event of its kind, get down to Harmony Cup. With great food, people, and 

enormous amount of cultural pride and some fast paced rugby league on display, you’d 

be crazy to miss it! 





Val Murphy Trophy 
Grand Final 

Match Preview 

North Beach Sea Eagles vs South Perth Lions 

Well the North Beach Sea Eagles are back in Val Murphy Trophy and this time 
take on the South Perth Lions. Itll be third time lucky for the Sea Eagles, who 
seem to get here every year, but have just fallen short as of late, while the Lions 
are on fire at the back end of the season and will be looking to make every post a 
winner as they say. 

For the Sea Eagles, they are one of the proudest clubs around and their depth 
and ability to compete from Premiership to Third Grade, year on year is to be 
admired. And while they get here often, its been losing since 2021 that has really 
been frustrating for their faithful supporters. First into the grand final again, they 
were completely dominant in their demolition of the Bears in the major semi final 
to get the week off. A deadly back three, headlined by Kyani Byron, they can 
score from anywhere. Rogers and Adlam only need a small gap, and one lazy 
defender and they can hurt a team from literally anywhere. With a strong pack 
containing the Roa brothers, the evergreen James Blake and the trusty Morgan, 
they will fancy themselves as a big chance to win this one and bring yet another 
trophy home.  

With the South Perth Lions, they rumbled away in 2026, hanging in and around 
the edge of the 4 all season. But they have hit the button when it matters most. 
And courtesy of the the club being on the roll, they have been able to add some 
class late. Haney at the back is an open field nightmare, joined by try scoring 
machine Tumoana and the work horse Richard, the Lions have some serious 
weapons of their own. And while their pack and halves are impressive, it’s the 
contributions off the bench that have been pushing the envelope. With Fariu, 
Mathews and Wells-Talamaivao being joined by livewire Cavanna, the Lions get 
some of the best injection of punch of any bench in the competition. 

Key Match Up - Kyani Byron vs Travis Haney 

Two fullbacks, with two styles of play and two sets of strengths. Byron is a 
natural. A beautiful mover, he glides through the field, and while he is not the 
biggest tackle breaker, he reads the game and just seems to end up in the right 
place. For Haney, he is all power out of the ground and speed. Not a rugby league 
natural by any stretch, his ability to stay in the game with his speed and fitness, 
he just needs the ball in his hands to make it happen. One lets the game come to 
them, while the other goes and gets it, this is an intriguing matchup. 



 v  

North Beach Sea Eagles  South Perth Lions  

Kyani Byron  1 Travis Haney  

Dejae Adlam 2 Jordan Tumoana 

Juayne Pomare 3 Keiren Lis ( C ) 

Rico Pryer 4 Jespar Libab 

Wyatt Rogers 5 Willington Richard 

DJ Mauri 6 Regan Tumoana 

Tane Dodunski 7 Dimize Cullen 

Nate Roa 8 Tere Cameron-Ramea 

Lachie Lewis 9 Oliver Pettit (VC) 

James Blake  10 Blair Young  

Dean Morgan  11 Hamish Roshan 

Dustin Lewis 12 Mark Robertson 

Zac Magill 13 Oisin Keating 

Jayden De Vorms  14 Xavier Cavanna  

Justin Buckley 15 Marc Fariu 

Sam Storey 16 Keaton Mathews 

Jay Roa 17 Ben Wells-Talamaivao 

Paul Toka 18  

Trudy Whaanga Coach Tyson Lewis 

 Val Murphy Trophy 
Grand Final 
3:20pm Kick-Off 

 Referee:  Alex Maggio 
Touch Judges: Ben Grainger & Paul Lawrence  
Interchange: Danielle Sigger & Joseph Fullartor  





Rookie WA’tch 

Lincoln Williams—Joondalup 

While not technically a rookie this year, he only 
played a couple of games last year for the Giants 
so we give him a pass. Williams however has 
exploded in 2026. A try scoring threat, his speed 
and strength earnt him a spot in the team of the 
year, and some serious respect from his 
opponents. A natural runner, we are losing him to 
Queensland next season as he chases his 
dreams, and we are all behind the young tyro.  

Mathias has come back from a stint in Canberra and 

has looked every part the first grader with South Perth 

this season. Son of a WA great, he shakes off the 

expectation with a powerful style. An undeniable ball 

runner, he has made a penchant for skittling 

defenders for fun and leaving people in his wake. 

While fitness has at times been a problem, he looks 

ready to go for this grand final today, and will not be 

afraid to throw his body into the fray.  

Mathias Tomuli Ah Kuoi—South Perth 

Wyatt rogers—North Beach Sea Eagles 

Another player with a bit of pedigree about him, 

Wyatt is an out and out first grader, and has 

showed it the minute he stepped out on the field 

this year. With his older brothers over east 

playing their trade as halves, Wyatt can play 

anywhere in the backline with ease and has 

shown his fleetfooted ability at will this year. A 

strong runner, with great feet, he can jump with 

the best of them and is a capable ball player 

when the occasion calls for it.  



Let The Battle Begin….. 
The Fuel To Go & Play Premiership Grand Final will follow in the footsteps of the 

thrillers, rollercoasters and nail-biters that have been a part of  

Rugby League history in Western Australia for the past 78 years.  

Year Club Year Club Year Club 

1948 South Perth 1974 North Beach 2000 Joondalup 

1949 Perth 1975 South Perth 2001 North Beach 

1950 Fremantle 1976 Fremantle 2002 South Perth 

1951 Perth 1977 Fremantle 2003 North Beach 

1952 South Perth 1978 Canning 2004 South Perth 

1953 South Perth 1979 Mosman-Cottesloe 2005 South Perth 

1954 South Perth 1980 North Beach 2006 North Beach 

1955 Cottesloe 1981 Mosman-Cottesloe/Fremantle 2007 North Beach 

1956 Victoria Park 1982 South Perth 2008 South Perth 

1957 South Perth 1983 South Perth 2009 South Perth 

1958 South Perth 1984 North Beach 2010 South Perth 

1959 Victoria Park 1985 North Beach 2011 South Perth 

1960 Victoria Park 1986 Applecross 2012 North Beach 

1961 Fremantle 1987 Belmont 2013 North Beach 

1962 Victoria Park 1988 Belmont 2014 South Perth 

1963 Fremantle 1989 Belmont 2015 Fremantle 

1964 Applecross 1990 Canning 2016 North Beach 

1965 Applecross 1991 Canning 2017 Fremantle 

1966 Applecross 1992 Applecross 2018 Fremantle 

1967 Applecross 1993 Rockingham 2019 Fremantle 

1968 Victoria Park 1994 Canning 2020 Joondalup 

1969 Applecross 1995 Belmont 2021 North Beach 

1970 Applecross 1996 South Perth 2022 Fremantle 

1971 North Beach 1997 Fremantle 2023 North Beach 

1972 Applecross 1998 North Beach 2024 North Beach 

1973 South Perth 1999 Canning 2025 Willagee 



Premiership  
Grand Final  

Match Preview  
 

South Perth Lions vs Fremantle Roosters 

The 2026 NRLWA Fuel to Go & Play Premiership Grand Final sees two of Western 
Australia's heavyweights collide at Dorrien Gardens. This matchup marks South Perth’s 
16th NRLWA Grand Final appearance this century, while Fremantle enters their 11th 
decider since 2000. 

Head coach John Crawford has described the Lions as "calm, collected, and mentally 
locked in" as they aim to make amends for last season's Grand Final loss. They enter 
refreshed after securing direct entry from the major semi-final, where they beat the 
defending premiers in golden point thanks to a drop goal from trust Ed Proudler. Fresh off 
winning the 2026 Ken Allen Medal as the competition's Best & Fairest, star fullback/five-
eighth Kade McDonald is the player to watch, provided he overcomes a hamstring issue 
sustained in the semi-final. Billy Judge stands ready at fullback if McDonald is limited to 
the bench. A formidable engine room led by Daniel Green, Tim Noble, Mason Hiko, Jarrad 
Smith, and Mathius Tumuli-Ah-Kuoi provides the ideal platform for game-managing 
veterans like Eddie Proudler (appearing in his 6th Grand Final). Hohepa Taiatini and 
Corban Daniels provide lethal strike potential out wide.  

Under player-coach Duane Butler, the Roosters hit peak form in September, advancing to 
the decider following a 20–8 preliminary final victory over minor premiers Willagee Bears 
in wet conditions. True to form, the Fremantle Roosters haven't been at their best all 
year, but know titles are not won in April and have slowly been building for this one. Led 
by the experienced halfback in Delane Edwards continues to dictate the tempo of big 
games with his unpredictable kicking and game management. But it is the addition of 
Ishmael Leilua which has given the Roosters a whole new string to their bow. Add in the 
ultra dangerous Ryan Woolley, who comes into the final on fire after scoring a clutch 
double in the preliminary final, it looks like they have the tools to put it to the Lions in the 
decider. Alongside dynamic hooker Jahkayis Mabbett, ex-lion Harry Debique, and a gritty 
forward pack featuring Thomas, Wylie and Taomia the Roosters possess the discipline 
and fight to take this one all the way. 

Grand Finals are rarely high-scoring blowouts; they are won in the collision zone and 
through high-completion football. The initial 20 minutes will be a brutal grind as both 
forward packs test each other's defensive edges. South Perth's rested legs and explosive 
backline give them a slight edge, but Fremantle's momentum and finals experience make 
this decider a dead-heat call. Expect a tight contest coming down to goal-kicking and late-
game execution in the final 10 minutes. 



 v  
South Perth Lions  Fremantle Roosters  

Billy Judge  1 Harry Debique  

Finley Ako Buka 2/15 Nic Riggs  

Corban Daniels  3/12 Ryan Woolley 

Sisa Waqa 4 Royden Gillett 

Simeon Oi 5 Manson Carmody 

Hohepa Taiatini 6/20 Ishmael Leilua 

Eddie Proudler  7 Delane Edwards 

Tim Noble (C) 8 Julz Wilson Wyllie 

Luke-David Wells-Talamaivao 9 Jahkayis Mabbett 

Mason Hiko 10 Mitchell Kerr 

Hal Day 11 Lleyton Cameron 

Jarrad Smith  12/21 TJ Morunga 

Daniel Green  13 Ezra Taomia (C) 

Hamish Roshan 14/22 Brandon White 

Sammy Javapro 15/19 Carl Wilson 

Chris Tuatara 16 Gethin Thomas 

Mathias Tomuli Ah Kuoi 17 Sonny Kerr 

Kade McDonald 18 Taiapa Graham 

 19 Te Toa Parkinson 

 20 Te Puna Sellers 

John Crawford Coach Duane Butler 

               Premiership 
                Grand Final 

5:00pm Kick-Off 
 Referee: Byron Devene 

Touch Judges: Davric Noonan & Bailey Lawrence  
In Goal Judges: Jahraiah Getawan & Sofia Mounfield 

Interchange: Jim Toohey & Colleen Lawrence 



Premiership Captains 

Tim Noble—South Perth Lions—Front Row 

Tim Noble is an elite forward, team 
captain, and cornerstone figure in the 

South Perth Lions squad. Operating 
predominantly in the front row, Noble serves 
as the emotional and physical anchor of the 
Lions' engine room. A vocal leader, he is 
always putting himself in between the 
opponents and his team mates. A pure alpha 
in the game, he is the true version of a Lion 
defending his pride, as he throws his body into 
the fray time and time again. A proud kiwi and 
WA man, he loves representing his family and 
no matter what jersey he puts on, always puts 
100% into every game. A wry sense of 
humour, he is well liked and always happy to 
heckle opposition players at any chance he 
gets. 

Known for his physical carrying and ability to 
break through first-contact defenders, Ezra is 
perfect for providing a platform for the 
playmakers. A 100 game centurion for the 
Roosters this year, he is an amazing club man, 
with the full family immersed in the Fremantle 
club and culture. Inheriting the captaincy roles 
this year, he is a capable leader. A follow me 
type of player, he is always first into the fray, in 
both attack and defence and would never ask a 
team mate to do what he wasn’t willing to do 
himself. Comfortable at any position in the 
forwards, he is also a capable centre, with fast 
feet, great anticipation and the ability to read the 
game beautifully. A proud pacific islander and 
family man, he is a quiet yet humble man off the 
field with plenty of time for his friends and family, 
and is always a pleasure to deal with. 

Ezra Taomia - Fremantle Roosters - Lock 



Premiership Grand Final  
Match Preview  - Key Match Up’s 

 

How do we split the teams? Let’s look at the key match ups that will go a long 
way to deciding the outcome of this one. 

Eddie Proudler vs Delane Edwards 
This is an elite battle of game management and finals experience, and boy we 
have two of the masters. Proudler brings calm organization and structural 
discipline. His short-kicking game and ability to direct the Lions' heavy forward 
pack around the field will dictate South Perth’s field position, and while not the 
dangerous runner he once was, his voice and his passing game have never missed 
a beat. Edwards is a veteran playmaker known for big-game clutch moments. 
Edwards excels when the play breaks down—his deceptive running game, precise 
short grubbers, and ability to force repeat sets were on full display in Fremantle’s 
preliminary final win over Willagee. A deadly runner, and strong defender, Delane 
is still proving he can get it done. 

Daniel Green vs Julz Wilson Wylie 
A brutal clash of momentum, hit-ups, and defensive execution in the opening 20 
minutes, this will be worth the price of admission alone. South Perth’s pack 
boasts deep big-game experience. With Greeny acting as the experienced and 
hard-hitting core that absorbs early pressure, wins the post-contact meters, and 
lays the platform for the likes of McDonald and Proudler. Fremantle's forward 
pack relies on relentless effort and defensive pressure. Julz sets the defensive 
standard early (evidenced by his high tackle count and finals work rate), while 
with ball in hand he provides destructive post-contact yardage to march the 
Roosters out of their own end. Two brilliant players, both will be looking to 
impose their will on the grand final this weekend. 

Luke-David Wells-Talamaivao vs Jahkayis Mabbett 
The Lions rely on crisp, rapid service out of the ruck to feed their big forward 
runners early in the tackle count, keeping Fremantle's line moving backward. 
With brilliant slight of hand, Luke-David always keeps the markers guessing. A 
strong defender with an uncanny ability to put opposition players off their game, 
he will be a key part if the lions are going to get hits trophy. On the other hand 
Mabbett is in brilliant form. Mabbett’s scooting ability out of dummy half is a 
catalyst for Fremantle’s momentum. His crucial try off a 10-metre dart in the 
preliminary final proved how effectively he capitalizes on quick play-the-balls, 
and he can beat a defender with speed, power or footwork. Give him a sniff of 
the try line and he will find it. 



Ken Allen Awards Night 

Team Of The Year - Women’s 

Fullback Ariana Ruru-Hinaki Hooker Crystal Walters 

Winger Tatyana Fisher  Front Row 
Chanelle  
Edwards 

Centre Tara McNally 
Second 

Row 
Kateraina 

Horner  

Five-
Eight 

Juraea Turner  Lock 
Caitlin  

Burt-Poloai 

 Halfback Kailey Thompson Coach Mike Engutavai 

 
Player Of The Year Award Winners 

Westpac Women’s League 
Tag 

April Alan / North Beach Sea Eagles  

 FTG&P Third Grade Josh Munro / Joondalup Giants 

FTG&P Val Murphy Trophy Te Putu Huriwai Brown / Willagee Bears  

Westpac Women’s  
Premiership 

Kailey Thompson /  
Ellenbrook Rabbitohs  

Team Of The Year - Men’s 

Fullback Kade McDonald  Hooker Kobi Aiesi 

Winger Manfred Kelly Front Row Riapo Jones  

Centre Harry Kendell 
Second 

Row 
Josh Ngapuhi 

Five-Eight Lincoln Williams  Lock Samisoni Langi 

Halfback 
Matthew Land-

sown 
Coach Nelson Davis  



Ken Allen Awards Night 



Club Champions 

Healthway Club Champions Willagee Bears  

Senior Club Champions Willagee Bears  

Ken Allen Awards Night 

Rod Tiley Media Award 

89.7 FM Justin Fris  

Player’s Player Award 

Women’s Premiership Ariana Ruru-Hinaki / Ellenbrook Rabbitohs 

Men’s Premiership Kade McDonald / South Perth Lions  

Volunteer of the Year 

Female Volunteer Of The Year Priscilla Tapa– Kalamunda Bulldogs  

Male Volunteer Of The Year Geoff Woolley– North Beach Sea Eagles  



CORPORATE PARTNERS 
NRL WA is proudly supported by sponsors and partners who are dedicated to the  

development of Rugby League in Western Australia. From grassroots Rugby 

League through to the Fuel To Go & Play Competition, elite player and coach 

development, Rugby League continues to develop and grow with the assistance of 

our generous supporters. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
NRL WA is responsible for providing competition playing structures,  

coaching and development services and sport specific educational  

programs for junior and senior, male and female players and volunteers 

across the state and support from the corporate sector is a critical to our 

long term success.   

For further information on how your organisation can get involved with NRL 

WA in 2026-27, please email bwoolley@nrl.com.au  

OFFICIAL PARTNERS 

MAJOR PARTNERS 





#NRLWAFinals2026 


